
 
 

Application for RIDEM Assistance with Data Analysis for the 
Vineyard Wind 1 Fisheries Compensatory Mitigation Program 

 

Program Details 
 
Compensation Program Description (from https://vw1fisheriescomp.com/) 
 
Vineyard Wind has created a fisheries compensatory mitigation program with a primary 
objective to provide fair, equitable compensation to commercial fishermen for economic losses 
attributable to Vineyard Wind 1’s construction, operations, and decommissioning activities. 
 
For commercial fishermen, the first phase of the program will be the eligibility phase, which will 
require commercial fishing vessel owners to qualify for compensation payments based on 
defined eligibility criteria. Once qualified, a commercial vessel owner may elect to participate in 
either an expedited claims process or an individual claims process, both of which are based on 
a commercial fishing vessel owner’s historic revenue dependence on the Wind Development 
Area but require different levels of proof. Fishermen will not need to demonstrate economic 
impacts from Vineyard Wind 1 to qualify for the program or receive compensation payments. 
 
RIDEM Assistance 
 
The RIDEM Division of Marine Fisheries is offering analytical assistance of Vessel Monitoring 
System data to potentially eligible commercial fishing vessel owners/operators that fished in the 
Vineyard Wind I Wind Development Area.  
 
Vessel owners/operators must request data from NOAA (see below) and provide it to RIDEM to 
receive assistance, at which point the RIDEM will provide a report synthesizing the data into a 
format that is relevant to the Compensatory Mitigation Program (i.e., maps of annual VMS 
activity and a summary table of whether VMS points occurred inside the WEA for each year). 
The RIDEM is not authorized to release confidential federal data but can assist with analysis on 
data provided to the vessel owner/operator by NOAA.  

To request your VMS data, email ole.helpdesk@noaa.gov with the following information: 

• Your name and contact information (so they can contact you with any questions) 
• Permit number and vessel name for data requested 
• What data fields you would like:  

o At minimum, the following fields are necessary for analysis: 
▪ Vessel permit 
▪ Vessel USCG registration number 
▪ Declaration code 

https://vw1fisheriescomp.com/
mailto:ole.helpdesk@noaa.gov


▪ Latitude 
▪ Longitude 
▪ Timestamp 
▪ Course or heading 
▪ Speed  

• Date range for the data: calendar years 2016-2022 
• Area the data covers: all vessel activity independent of area  
• Expected output of the data request: spreadsheet  

If you did not own the vessel during the full impact period (2016-2022), ensure you have access 
to historical data from previous owners. You may be required to submit the following to 
NMFS.GAR.Data.Requests@noaa.gov to gain access. 

• Submit or reference existing written proof that a previous vessel/permit owner has given 
you permission to access their historic fishing data 

• Make sure permissions include all years of your data request 

Please refer to https://vw1fisheriescomp.com/ for all additional details about the Vineyard Wind I 
Fisheries Compensatory Mitigation Program (e.g., eligibility requirements). 
 
You may also want to request logbook or permit data from NOAA to support your application. 
However, RIDEM will not be providing analysis on these data sources. To request either, please 
use the contact information below: 

• Logbook and fishing footprint data requests: NMFS.GAR.Data.Requests@noaa.gov 
• GARFO permit data requests:  NMFS.GAR.Permits@noaa.gov 

Confidentiality 
 

Information provided to RIDEM via this application process will be kept confidential, except for 
any information that may be subject to public disclosure, upon request, pursuant to the RI Public 
Records Act. Information or documentation pertaining to VMS, VTRs and landings is NOT 
subject to such public disclosure. 

 
Applicant Information 
 
Fill out all fields with the information you would like RIDEM to use for correspondence pertaining 
to this request. 

 

Name:     

 First Last M.I. Suffix (e.g., Jr.) 
 
 

Phone:   Email:  

 
Date of VMS OLE Request  
 

When did you submit your data request to ole.helpdesk@noaa.gov? _____________________ 

mailto:NMFS.GAR.Data.Requests@noaa.gov
https://vw1fisheriescomp.com/
mailto:NMFS.GAR.Data.Requests@noaa.gov
mailto:NMFS.GAR.Permits@noaa.gov
mailto:ole.helpdesk@noaa.gov


Eligible Vessel Information (fill out a separate application for each vessel) 

Vessel Name: _____________________________________________________  

State/Coast Guard Registration #: _____________________________________ 

Federal Permit #: ___________________________________________________ 

Did you own this vessel for all of 2016-2022?             YES               NO     

  
If not, when did you purchase this vessel: ________________________________ 
 
Who was the previous owner of this vessel (so we can analyze relevant activity):  
 
______________________________________________ 
 
 

Certification and Consent 
 
By completing and signing this document requesting assistance through the RIDEM Division of 
Marine Fisheries, I hereby agree to the following Release and Waiver of Liability:  
 
Release and Waiver of Liability 
 
This Release and Waiver of Liability (the “Release”) is executed by the undersigned in favor of 
the State of Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (“RIDEM”), including but 
not limited to its directors, affiliates, managers, members, agents, attorneys, employees, 
volunteers, heirs, representatives, predecessors, successors, and assigns (herein referred to as 
the “Releasees”). The undersigned desires the RIDEM Division of Marine Fisheries’ assistance 
with the analysis of Vessel Monitoring System data for the purpose of determining whether the 
undersigned is eligible for a compensation payment from the fisheries compensatory mitigation 
program created by Vineyard Wind with the objective of providing fair, equitable compensation 
to commercial fishermen for economic losses attributable to Vineyard Wind 1’s construction, 
operations, and decommissioning activities. The undersigned does hereby release, forever 
discharge, covenant not to sue, and hold harmless the Releasees from any and all rights, 
liability, claims, demands, and causes of actions of any kind whatsoever, known or unknown, 
either in law or in equity, which arise or may hereafter arise from the aforementioned analysis of 
Vessel Monitoring System data that the Division of Marine Fisheries has agreed to perform on 
behalf of the undersigned.  The undersigned understands that this Release discharges the 
Releasees from any and all liability or claim of any kind or nature as a result of said analysis.   
 
 

 

Applicant Last Name (please print)                         First                                                          MI 

 
 

Applicant Signature  Date 



After completing this application, please mail this form or deliver it in person to: 

ATTN: Julia Livermore 

Re: OSW VMS Assistance 

RIDEM Division of Marine Fisheries 

3 Fort Wetherill Road 

Jamestown, RI 02835 

 

Julia will contact you upon receipt of your application to organize next steps. 

 

If you have questions about filling this form out or requesting your data from NOAA, please call 

or email Julia Livermore (401-423-1937; julia.livermore@dem.ri.gov). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**********************For Internal Use Only*********************** 

 
 
Date and Time Application Received by RIDEM staff: 

_____________________________________ 

Name of RIDEM staff receiving application:  

_____________________________________ 

Signature of RIDEM staff receiving application:  

_____________________________________ 


